
Family Focus
A newsletter from DDI VANTAGE Early Intervention

June 2017
Focus on Staff

Nigeria Mangue-Ngomo
Employee of the Quarter

1st Quarter 2017
Nigeria has been 
working since 
August of 2010 
as a Support 
Specialist for our 
Adult and Youth 
Services program. 
She has been a 

quiet, but consistent and dependable 
worker who is loved by her clients.   

Nigeria shows great quality in her job 
performance. She gives the utmost 
support to all her clients. She is great 
at helping clients learn new tasks 
and exhibits a tremendous amount 
of patience even when there are 
frustrations. She is also a person who 
will go the extra mile, for both fellow 
sta!  and clients.

Here's what people had to say:

" anks to Nigeria ªfor helping a 
client see her potential as a great 
mother and for helping her to see she 
is strong and independent.º

ªNigeria's care and concern for an 
AYS client went above and beyond. 
Nigeria had learned that there was 
no sta!  available for a client to go to 
work. She volunteered to miss the 
funeral of a friend in order to work 
with him knowing how much he 
would appreciate it.º

We are fortunate to have an employee 
like Nigeria. Congratulations!

Calendar of Events

June 2017
June 7
Getting to Know Your Baby
West Site 12:00±1:00 p.m.
Call to register by June 6.
801-957-0855 

June 13
Getting to Know Your Baby
East Site 12:00±1:00 p.m.
Call to register by June 12.
801-266-3939

June 14
Positive Discipline
Tooele Site 10:00±11:00 p.m.
Call to register by June 13.
435-833-0725

June 17
Building Up Fathers & Families 
(BUFF) Activity
EHS Tooele, 167 S. Main
10:30 a.m.±12:00 p.m.
Call 801-268-0056 for details.

July 2017
July 4
Independence Day
DDI VANTAGE o#  ces closed

July 7
Infant Massage
East Site 12:00±1:00 p.m.
Call to register by July 6.
801-266-3939

July 12
Teaching Appropriate Behaviors
Tooele Site 10:00±11:00 a.m.
Call to register by July 11.
435-833-0725

July 19
Infant Massage
West Site 5:00±6:00 p.m.
Call to register by July 18.
801-957-0855

All Learning Link classes are open to 
the public and free of charge. Classes are 
geared to parents with children under the 
age of three. Child care is NOT available.

Follow us for upcoming events at www.facebook.com/DDIVANTAGE.

June 15ÐSalt Lake Event
Wheeler Farm

6351 S. 900 E., Salt Lake City
10:00 a.m.±1:00 p.m.

Fund-raiser opportunity drawing 
during eventÐdon't miss it!

June 21ÐDuchesne Co. Event
Constitution Park
Harmston Pavilion

792 W. 300 S., Roosevelt
9:00±11:00 a.m.

Family Fun Day Events
FREE admission •  For the whole family • Community welcome

eents



Focus on 
Development

Crying

C
rying is your baby's • rst form 
of communication. Babies cry 
for a lot of reasons like hunger, 

physical discomfort, and stress. As 
you get to know your baby's cries 
you will be able to recognize what is 
needed. If your baby continues to cry 
after being fed and changed, he/she 
may be tired, bored, lonely, or need 
to be held.

It is important that you respond 
to your baby's cries. A prompt 
response teaches your baby that help 
is nearby. € is makes him/her feel 
comfortable and loved. However, it 
is okay for your baby to cry for a few 
minutes while falling asleep after you 
have taken care of all his/her needs.

Focus on Thanks
ª€ e Early Intervention program was 
such a huge blessing to our family! 
My almost 1 year old was behindÐ
she was nowhere near crawlingÐ
and I was a concerned parent who 
had no idea how to help her. Every 
single person we met from DDI 
VANTAGE was amazing! So kind, so 
helpful, and they gave me con• dence 
that my baby would be • ne and 
that they could de• nitely help her. 
Exactly what I needed to hear and 
I was so grateful someone could 
help us. Within a couple of months 
working with Mary Ann my baby 
was crawling! And 4 months after 
that she began walking. Her progress 
has been amazing and Mary Ann 
always gave me the tools I needed to 
help teach my baby the next steps.º

~Colette Brady, Salt Lake City

Focus on Health & Safety

Playing Safely in the Heat

O
ur kids run us ragged on a daily basis but summer requires us to 
pay special attention to the weather and what our bodies are telling 
us. Here are a few things to watch for during the HOT summer 

months. Get out your hats, shade, and sun screen and make sure you drink 
lots of water to have a safe and fun summer season.

Heatstroke: Heatstroke can occur when you overexert yourself in very hot 
weather and become dehydrated. € e mechanisms in the brain that controls 
body temperature can stop working and you may run a fever of 105" 
Fahrenheit or higher. Your skin will become hot, dry (not perspiring) and 
# ushed. You may feel dizzy and nauseous, and experience stomach cramps 
and rapid breathing. To help prevent heatstroke remember to increase your 
# uid intake in hot weather, especially while exercising. Drink available 
liquids regularly.

What to do if someone around you develops heatstroke: You should move 
the person with symptoms out of the sun and call for emergency help 
(911) at once. Take o$  their clothing and place them in a cool (not cold) 
bathtub (reminder - never leave a child alone around water). To help restore 
circulation, massage their arms, legs and other body parts. 

~ Adapted from the American Academy of Pediatrics web site, www.aap.org

Ways to keep you and your family safe during the summer.
· Teach children the word ªhotº to warn of • re danger.
· Cars get dangerously hot in the summer, even with the windows down. 

Never leave children alone in the car.
· Car exterior and indoor buckles can also burn skin when hot.
· Don't forget to use sun screen. Use the highest SPF you can • nd for kids 

over 6 months of age.
· Place a screen in front of • replaces, and do not let children play in or be 

left alone around the camp• re.
· During • reworks season, make sure you follow the state guidelines. € e 

guidelines are there for a reason. Many areas of Utah are very dry and 
very prone to • res.

Keep your children protected from burns and ! re all year round:
· Turn pot handles towards the back of the stove when cooking.
· Store matches and lighters out of reach or in a locked cabinet.
· Get a • re extinguisher and learn how to use it.
· Install • re and smoke detectors.
· Practice a • re drill (don't hide, get outside).
· Be careful with hot liquids around children.
· Set your water heater below 120".
· Cover all electrical outlets.



Focus on 
Community

Salt Lake Donated 
Dental Services

I
n 1990 Salt Lake City dentist, 
Dr. Ralph B. Montgomery, 
recognized that access to oral 

health care for the disadvantaged 
within our own community was 
nearly nonexistent. Often, as a last 
resort, restorable teeth were extracted 
because there were simply no other 
options available. As a result, Dr. 
Montgomery founded Salt Lake 
Donated Dental Services (SLDDS). 
He believed then, as he does now, 
that a healthy smile should not 
be limited to those with • nancial 
means.  

SLDDS provides quality preventative 
and restorative dental treatment for 
families that may not otherwise be 
able to a€ ord dental care. Patients 
are given the same options they 
might have if seeing a dentist in 
a private practice but because of 
ongoing community support, 
SLDDS is able to provide most of 
the services at no cost to the patient. 

SLDDS has two di€ erent programs, 
a free program and a discounted 
program; eligibility for each program 
is based on income. • e free 
program serves those with household 
incomes of 0±100% of the federal 
poverty level and through the 
discounted program SLDDS treats 
those with household incomes up to 
200% of the federal poverty level.

For more information about SLDDS 
contact them at 801-972-2747 or 
visit http://www.donateddental.org/.

Focus on Learning Link

Bonding with Your Baby

B
onding is the intense attachment that develops between parents 
and their baby. It makes parents want to shower their baby with 
love and a€ ection and to protect and care for their little one. 

Bonding gets parents up in the middle of the night to feed their hungry 
baby and makes them attentive to the baby's wide range of cries.

Scientists are still learning a lot about bonding. • ey know that the strong 
ties between parents and their child provide the baby's • rst model for 
intimate relationships and foster a sense of security and positive self-esteem. 
And parents' responsiveness to an infant's signals can a€ ect the child's social 
and cognitive development.

Why Is Bonding Important? Bonding is essential for a baby. Studies of 
newborn monkeys who were given mannequin mothers at birth showed 
that, even when the mannequins were made of soft material and provided 
formula to the baby monkeys, the babies were better socialized when they 
had live mothers to interact with. • e baby monkeys with mannequin 
mothers also were more likely to su€ er from despair. Scientists suspect that 
lack of bonding in human babies can cause similar problems.

Most infants are ready to bond immediately. Parents, on the other hand, 
may have a mixture of feelings about it. Some parents feel an intense 
attachment within the • rst minutes or days after their baby's birth. For 
others, it may take a bit longer.

But bonding is a process, not something that takes place within minutes 
and not something that has to be limited to happening within a certain time 
period after birth. For many parents, bonding is a by-product of everyday 
care giving. You may not even know it's happening until you observe your 
baby's • rst smile and suddenly realize that you're • lled with love and joy.

• e Ways Babies Bond: When you're a new parent, it often takes a while to 
understand your newborn and all the ways you can interact:
· Touch becomes an early language as babies respond to skin-to-skin 

contact. It's soothing for both you and your baby while promoting your 
baby's healthy growth and development.

· Eye-to-eye contact provides meaningful communication at close range.
· Babies can follow moving objects with their eyes.
· Your baby tries early on to imitate your facial expressions and gestures.
· Babies prefer human voices and enjoy vocalizing in their • rst e€ orts at 

communication. Babies often enjoy just listening to your conversations, 
as well as your descriptions of their activities and environments.

Visit kidshealth.org/en/parents/bonding.html# for the full article. You 
can also attend our Getting to Know Your Baby Learning Link class for 
additional tips.

en parents 
baby with 
tle one.



DDI VANTAGE Early Intervention Locations

East:
575 E. 4500 S. Ste B210
Salt Lake City, UT 84107
(801) 266-3939

West:
3540 S. 5600 W.
West Valley City, UT 84120
(801) 957-0855

Tooele County:
165 S. Main Ste 200
Tooele, UT 84074
(435) 833-0725

Duchesne County:
10 S. 200 E.
Roosevelt, UT 84066
(435) 722-3008
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Place Label Here

DDI VANTAGE, Inc.
565 E. 4500 S. Ste. A220
Salt Lake City, UT 84107

Return Service Requested

We happily accept your voluntary donations. We also appreciate in-kind donations such as new baby items, 
diapers, and toys. ! ank you to all of those who have donated to our agency. We appreciate you"

Please accept my donation of $__________________ for the DDI VANTAGE Early Intervention program.

Date:_________  Name:________________________  Name of child enrolled:_______________________

Address:_____________________________________________________  Phone:____________________

**Your generous donation will be directly available to bene# t the children and families who are served in the DDI 
VANTAGE Early Intervention program. You can also support DDI VANTAGE while you shop through Amazon 
Smile and Smith's Community Rewards. For more information about how to sign up for these programs, visit 
www.ddivantage.org/donations.

Mail donations to: DDI VANTAGE 565 E. 4500 S. Ste A220, Salt Lake City, UT 84107

Editor: Charlene Todd · E-mail: ctodd@ddivantage.org · Phone: (801) 266-3979 · Web site: www.ddivantage.org
DDI VANTAGE, Inc. does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, national origin, 
age, sexual orientation, gender identity, ethnic group identification, ancestry, political beliefs, mental or physical disability, 

or any other legally protected status in its programs, services, activities, or employment.
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