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Focus on Staff

Sammantha Stens
Sammantha is 
a new Child 
Development 
Specialist at our 
West Site. She 
has a Bachelor of 
Science degree 
in Human 

Development and Family Studies, 
with minors in psychology and 
disability studies. During her 
schooling she ful! lled an internship 
at Kids on the Move Early 
Intervention.

Alisha Foster
Alisha is a casual 
Registered Nurse 
for our Duchesne 
Site. She has a 
Bachelors degree 
in Nursing. She 
has worked in 
surgery, labor and 

delivery (nursery), and a pediatrics 
clinic.

Calendar of Events

April 2017
April 11
Teaching Appropriate Behaviors
Duchesne County Site
11:00 a.m.±12:00 p.m.
Call to register by April 10. 
435-722-3008

April 11
Early Communication for Ages 0±3
East Site 12:00±1:00 p.m.
Call to register by April 10.
801-266-3939

April 12
Power of Play
Tooele Site 10:00±11:00 a.m.
Call to register by April 11.
435-833-0725

April 14 & 17
Spring Recess
DDI VANTAGE o"  ces closed

April 19
Early Communication for Ages 0±3
West Site 5:00±6:00 p.m.
Call to register by April 18.
801-957-0855

May 2017
May 9
Crafts for Kids
Duchesne County Site
11:00 a.m.±12:00 p.m.
Call to register by May 8. 
435-722-3008

May 9
Potty Training Workshop
East Site 5:00±6:00 p.m.
Call to register by May 8.
801-266-3939

May 10
Potty Training Workshop
Tooele Site 10:00±11:00 a.m.
Call to register by May 9.
435-833-0725

May 17
Potty Training Workshop
West Site 5:00±6:00 p.m.
Call to register by May 16.
801-957-0855

May 29
Memorial Day
DDI VANTAGE o"  ces closed

All Learning Link classes are open to the public and free of charge. Classes are geared to 
parents with children under the age of three. Child care is NOT available.

Follow us for upcoming events at www.facebook.com/DDIVANTAGE.

No Photo 
Available

Save the Date for the DDI VANTAGE Family Fun Day!

# ursday, June 15, 2017
at Wheeler Farm, 6351 S. 900 E., Salt Lake City

More details to come...

on

at Kids on the Move Early 
Intervention.

Alisha Foster



Focus on 
Health & Safety

Playground Safety for Little 
Kids, Safe Kids Worldwide

T he playground is a great 
escape for kids and adults 
(we recommend a big game 

of monster tag). • is is also the age 
where kids can really start to enjoy 
most of the equipment. While not 
all playgrounds are designed with 
toddlers in mind, there is always 
something you can do to keep your 
little kid safe.

Top Safety Tips
· Actively supervise children on 
playgrounds. It won't be hardÐ
they'll probably be calling for you to 
watch them climb, jump and swing.

· Teach children that pushing, 
shoving or crowding while on the 
playground can be dangerous. Be 
tough now and you won't have to 
worry about it later (easier said 
than done, we know).

· Check playgrounds where your 
children play. Look for age-
appropriate equipment and 
hazards, such as rusted or broken 
equipment and dangerous surfaces. 
Report any hazards to the school or 
appropriate local o!  ce.

· Little kids can play di" erently than 
big kids. It is important to have 
a separate play area for children 
under # ve.

· Dress appropriately for the 
playground. Remove necklaces, 
purses, scarves or clothing with 
drawstrings that can get caught on 
equipment and pose a strangulation 
hazard. Even helmets can be 
dangerous on a playground, so save 
those for bikes.

For additional safety information visit 
www.safekids.org.

Focus on Development

Is it Sensory or Behavior? By Debbie Stau! er, OT Student

When a child has a tantrum, whether related to sensory behavior 
or non-sensory behavior it can look very similar. Both causes 
of behavior can display aggressions such as kicking, screaming, 

stomping, hitting, escaping or avoiding. In order to know how to treat a 
tantrum, it is important to know the underlying cause.  

Non-sensory, undesirable behaviors are used as a way of communicating, 
and are triggered by a child either wanting to get something or get out 
of something.  Behaviors are often due to a child seeking attention from 
someone in their environment, which is a powerful reinforcer.  • e child 
may cry to be picked up, they may want attention, or a hug from a parent. 
Children may quickly learn that screaming or tantruming is a method to get 
whatever they want: attention or a variety of objects. Undesirable behaviors 
typically happen in front of an audience, the child may stop in the middle of 
a tantrum to make sure you're looking at and paying attention to them. 

Sensory behaviors can serve multiple functions: to provide children with 
a sensory experience they need or desire, to communicate their wants 
and needs, to convey hunger or thirst, or to convince others to give them 
what they seek.  Children who # nd themselves overstimulated by sensory 
information, will use tantrums or avoidance behaviors as a coping strategy 
to block out disorganized and over stimulating sensory information. Often, 
children are not consciously aware that they are experiencing sensory 
overload. • e child is not looking for attention, and behavior will continue 
even without an audience. • e behavior will only cease once the child has 
calmed down or has received help to regain control.  

When reacting to tantrums, there are di" erent strategies to use based on 
whether it is sensory or nonsensory undesirable behavior. When helping 
children with non-sensory undesirable behaviors, use proactive strategies 
that focus on the child's positive, on-task behavior while ignoring or 
redirecting o" -task behaviors. Learn warning signs and intervene before 
the behavior occurs, and substitute the undesirable behavior with a more 
acceptable replacement behavior. Teach the child adaptive strategies; ways 
to communicate wants and needs, self-calming strategies, and incorporate 
calming activities into the child's routine (listening to music, coloring, 
sensory bins, reading books, etc.) 

When helping children with sensory behaviors, determine if there is a 
sensory trigger in the environment or lack of sensory input. Reduce noise 
and sound levels, visual distractions, and provide calming sensory input 
into the child's routine(squeezes for deep pressure, massage, sensory retreat 
with pillows and blankets, pushing heavy items) . For a consult or further 
questions regarding sensory contact an occupational therapist. 

Murray-Slutsky, C., & Paris, A. B. (2005). Is it sensory or is it behavior? Behavior 
problem identi! cation, assessment, and intervention. Austin, Texas: Hammill Institute 
on Disabilities



Focus on Community

Love Utah Give Utah

Last month DDI VANTAGE participated in the 
Love Utah Give Utah fund raising event sponsored 
by Razoo. • rough the generosity of our donors, we 

raised $2270 for our agency.

We would like to thank the following sponsors:
· DocuMartÐDonated $300 in printing costs
· Les Olson CompanyÐ$250 match donation
· DDI VANTAGE Board memberÐ$500 match donation

We would also like to thank the following individuals who donated during 
this campaign:

Judy Amillategui · Jensie Anderson · Hank Baskin · Meghan Boyd 
McKenzie Buys · Lindsay Dance · Keri Enger · Elise Erekson
Brian Forte · Gary Guelker · Diane Henry · Laura Hurtado 
Laurel Ingham · Linda Ivie · Marsha Johnson · Keri Jones

Jennifer Kelsey · Samantha Krohn · Kellie Lyon · Danielle Mecham  
Jason Myers · Elizabeth Oswald · Cherice Mendez · Jennifer Plumb 
Jaqueline Pope · Lisa Reed · Yajanetsy Ruano · Chandra Sapkota 

Marci Sayers · Lindsey Smith · Devin ! orpe · Cynthia Toro
Breck Trawick · and other anonymous donors

One of our donors had this to say with her donation: ªMy son will be 
turning 3 in June and that will mark two and a half years working with the 
most dedicated and wonderful people I have had the pleasure of meeting. 
My son is on his way to having a happy and healthy life and I especially 
want to thank Kirsten especially for going so far above and beyond the call 
of duty of everyone that is in my son's life. She has walked us through the 
most scary and unpredictable times and every day we are better because of 
her being in our lives.º 

Focus on 
Learning Link

Teaching Appropriate 
Behaviors

O ne of the most di!  cult 
aspects to raising an 
emotionally healthy child 

is teaching them what behavior is 
appropriate, and what is not. 

In order to teach your child 
appropriate behavior, you need to:
· Understand the misbehavior: 
Does it stem from curiosity, 
miscommunication, immaturity, or 
desire for control?

· Get ahead of the misbehavior: 
Have a distraction available 
and create an environment that 
supports self-discipline.

· Identify teachable moments: A 
misbehavior is an opportunity to 
teach appropriate behavior; Only 
say NO or DON'T in emergency 
situations.

· Manage your response to 
misbehavior: Control your own 
emotions, respond with kindness.

· Use appropriate consequences: 
Time out, natural consequences, 
and no eye contact.

When choosing your consequences, 
keep the following in mind:
· Never hurt or humiliate.
· Never shake, jerk, pinch, " ip, or 
spank.

· Never bribe or threaten to force a 
behavior.

· Never deny food.
· Never deny routine activities such 
as outside time.

· Never bite back.
· Never make the toddler say I'm 
sorry. (• is encourages the 
magical thinking that ªI can say I'm 
sorry and do it again.º)

ed 
we 

Focus on Thanks

We have had services through DDI for both gross motor and speech 
and it has been such a blessing for our son# • ey have helped him 
in more ways that I would have known how to# • e providers 

have been extremely knowledgeable and helpful and always can give answers 
or point me in the right direction.  My son has always 
enjoyed his appointments because the providers make 
it so fun for him. Play and learn has been his favorite.  
• ank you for all your patience with helping us and our 
sonÐwe couldn't have done it without you#

~Amanda and Kagan Dixon, Taylorsville



DDI VANTAGE Early Intervention Locations
East:
575 E. 4500 S. Ste B210
Salt Lake City, UT 84107
(801) 266-3939

West:
3540 S. 5600 W.
West Valley City, UT 84120
(801) 957-0855

Tooele County:
165 S. Main Ste 200
Tooele, UT 84074
(435) 833-0725

Duchesne County:
10 S. 200 E.
Roosevelt, UT 84066
(435) 722-3008
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Place Label Here

DDI VANTAGE, Inc.
565 E. 4500 S. Ste. A220
Salt Lake City, UT 84107

Return Service Requested

We happily accept your voluntary donations. We also appreciate in-kind donations such as new baby items, 
diapers, and toys. ! ank you to all of those who have donated to our agency. We appreciate you"

Please accept my donation of $__________________ for the DDI VANTAGE Early Intervention program.

Date:_________  Name:________________________  Name of child enrolled:_______________________

Address:_____________________________________________________  Phone:____________________

**Your generous donation will be directly available to bene# t the children and families who are served in the DDI 
VANTAGE Early Intervention program. You can also support DDI VANTAGE while you shop through Amazon 
Smile and Smith's Community Rewards. For more information about how to sign up for these programs, visit 
www.ddivantage.org/donations.

Mail donations to: DDI VANTAGE 565 E. 4500 S. Ste A220, Salt Lake City, UT 84107

Editor: Charlene Todd · E-mail: ctodd@ddivantage.org · Phone: (801) 266-3979 · Web site: www.ddivantage.org
DDI VANTAGE, Inc. does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, national origin, 
age, sexual orientation, gender identity, ethnic group identification, ancestry, political beliefs, mental or physical disability, 

or any other legally protected status in its programs, services, activities, or employment.


